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The National Survey of Latinos was conducted by telephone April 4 – June 11, 2002 
among a nationally representative sample of 4,213 adults 18 years and older, including 
2,929 Latinos and 1,284 non-Latinos. Amongst the non-Latinos were 1,008 non-Latino 
white adults and 171 non-Latino black adults. The margin of error for total respondent is 
+/-2.73%. The margin of error for total Latinos is +/- 2.41% and the margin for error for 
total non-Latinos is +/- 3.04%. The margin of error for non-Latino whites is +/- 3.32% 
and for non-Latino blacks, +/- 9.9% is the error margin. Field work was done by 
ICR/International Communications Research of Media, PA. 
 
 
2) Estimates of the undocumented population 
 

For a 2002 Pew Hispanic Center study entitled “How Many Undocumented,” 
Frank D. Bean, a demographer at the University of California, Irvine, estimated the total 
undocumented population at 7.8 million in 2001. Bean calculated that 4.5 million were 
from Mexico and that 3.8 million were of other nationalities.  

Based on these estimates, the Center calculated that there are 5.3 million 
undocumented persons employed in the U.S. economy. A table showing the breakdown 
of the unauthorized workforce by industry is reproduced below.  

Current estimates put the rate of growth in the undocumented population at 
between 300,000 and 500,000 a year. Based on these calculations, the current 
undocumented population can be estimated to number between 8 million and 9 million.  
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Unauthorized Laborforce by Industry, 2001 (in thousands)
Industry Group Total U.S. 

Unauthorized Laborforce

Construction 620 9,670
Manufacturing 1,190 20,830
    Durable 580 12,670
    Non-durable 610 8,150
Wholesale and Retail Trades 1,410 29,850
    Restaurants 700 7,720
    Others 720 22,130
Services 1,320 41,960
    Business 390 2,350
    Private Household 250 1,050
    Other 690 38,570
Other Industries* 350 37,990
   
Total Workers 5,300 143,640
* Other industries include transportation, communication; finance, 
  insurance and real estate; mining and public administration.


