
Industry 
Native     
born

Foreign 
born Mexico

South and 
East Asia Caribbean

Central 
America

South 
America

Middle 
East All Other

Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fishing and Hunting 1,941,963 574,194 480,383 22,031 7,648 30,502 5,552 662 27,416

Mining 626,198 45,937 21,800 4,803 1,107 1,684 4,192 1,151 11,200

Utilities 1,246,745 80,578 17,485 25,206 7,471 4,423 6,232 2,704 17,057

Construction 10,464,188 2,655,205 1,526,287 122,768 150,125 330,887 187,006 35,316 302,816
Nondurable Goods 
Manufacturing 6,384,318 1,578,015 709,596 306,801 92,468 144,854 89,605 29,143 205,548

Durable Goods 10,386,448 2,076,725 673,303 646,786 98,250 129,853 102,809 51,410 374,314

Wholesale Trade 4,865,849 954,006 351,904 215,627 74,212 78,242 68,792 30,722 134,507

Retail Trade 18,470,548 2,571,840 602,510 693,197 243,529 181,584 195,754 165,468 489,798
Transportation and 
Warehousing 6,128,293 1,000,013 199,492 223,525 158,586 85,213 87,340 43,199 202,658

Information and 
Communications 3,736,972 468,647 59,926 161,342 43,735 25,369 39,259 17,352 121,664

Finance, Insurance, 
Real Estate, and Rental 
and Leasing

10,424,848 1,444,157 180,431 442,279 181,666 83,574 131,647 61,077 363,483

Professional, Scientific, 
Management, 
Administrative, and 
Waste Management 
Services

14,241,506 2,819,268 786,415 721,137 214,200 226,006 205,235 85,505 580,770

Educational, Health and 
Social Services

31,047,590 4,219,296 576,233 1,283,517 591,920 234,702 312,544 170,931 1,049,449

Arts, Entertainment, 
Recreation, 
Accommodations, and 
Food Services

13,249,103 2,988,257 1,150,813 677,344 213,914 238,344 210,399 80,017 417,426

Other Services (Except 
Public Administration)

6,844,687 1,630,266 485,816 372,641 136,354 177,094 161,761 46,776 249,824

Public Administration 7,417,306 519,143 68,110 171,410 72,112 24,394 34,922 21,363 126,832

Active Duty Military 794,222 44,708 5,344 15,474 4,770 4,463 3,898 935 9,824

Unemployed, no work 
experience in past five 
years

1,041,884 253,513 91,545 46,529 33,703 22,944 17,957 7,833 33,002

      Total 149,312,668 25,923,768 7,987,393 6,152,417 2,325,770 2,024,132 1,864,904 851,564 4,717,588

        Foreign Born at Mid-Decade

Total Region of Birth
Universe: 2005 Household Population 16 and older that worked in the past five years
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Industry 
Percent of 
native born

Percent of 
foreign born Mexico

South and 
East Asia Caribbean

Central 
America

South 
America

Middle 
East All Other

Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fishing and Hunting 1.3 2.2 6.0 0.4 0.3 1.5 0.3 0.1 0.6

Mining 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2

Utilities 0.8 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4

Construction 7.0 10.2 19.1 2.0 6.5 16.3 10.0 4.1 6.4

Nondurable Goods 
Manufacturing

4.3 6.1 8.9 5.0 4.0 7.2 4.8 3.4 4.4

Durable Goods 7.0 8.0 8.4 10.5 4.2 6.4 5.5 6.0 7.9

Wholesale Trade 3.3 3.7 4.4 3.5 3.2 3.9 3.7 3.6 2.9

Retail Trade 12.4 9.9 7.5 11.3 10.5 9.0 10.5 19.4 10.4

Transportation and 
Warehousing

4.1 3.9 2.5 3.6 6.8 4.2 4.7 5.1 4.3

Information and 
Communications

2.5 1.8 0.8 2.6 1.9 1.3 2.1 2.0 2.6

Finance, Insurance, 
Real Estate, and Rental 
and Leasing

7.0 5.6 2.3 7.2 7.8 4.1 7.1 7.2 7.7

Professional, Scientific, 
Management, 
Administrative, and 
Waste Management 
Services

9.5 10.9 9.8 11.7 9.2 11.2 11.0 10.0 12.3

Educational, Health and 
Social Services 20.8 16.3 7.2 20.9 25.5 11.6 16.8 20.1 22.2

Arts, Entertainment, 
Recreation, 
Accommodations, and 
Food Services

8.9 11.5 14.4 11.0 9.2 11.8 11.3 9.4 8.8

Other Services (Except 
Public Administration)

4.6 6.3 6.1 6.1 5.9 8.7 8.7 5.5 5.3

Public Administration 5.0 2.0 0.9 2.8 3.1 1.2 1.9 2.5 2.7

Active Duty Military 0.5 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2

Unemployed, no work 
experience in past five 
years

0.7 1.0 1.1 0.8 1.4 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.7

      Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of 2005 American Community Survey

Total Percent of Region of Birth

Table 23 cont. Industry by Region of Birth:  2005 

        Foreign Born at Mid-Decade

Universe: 2005 Household Population 16 and older that worked in the past five years
Percent Distribution

Note:  Middle East includes Afghanistan, Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Yemen, Algeria, 
Egypt, Libya, Morroco, and Sudan.
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